
206 VITAL STATISTICS 

Births in Urban Centres.—Table 2, pp. 202-203, shows the number of births in 
1953 and 1954, regardless of where they occurred, to mothers residing in urban centres of 
over 10,000 population. 

Illegitimacy.—In 1954 less than 4 p.c. of the live births in Canada were illegitimate. 
This percentage is low compared with that of many countries of the world. In the five 
year period 1926-30 it was 3 p .c , whereas the average of the ten years 1945-54 was just 
over 4 p.c. The apparent increase was partly the result of more complete registration of 
illegitimate births brought about by the co-operation of provincial registration officials 
and social welfare agencies. 

5.—Illegitimate Live Births and Percentages of Total Live Births by Province 1921-54 
(Exclusive of Yukon and the Northwest Territories) 

Year Nfld. P .E. I . N.S . N .B . Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Canada1 
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PEHCI NTAGES OP TOTA L LIVE 3IBTHS 
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3-3 
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3-6 

3-7 

4-5 

4-5 

4-0 

3-9 

4-0 

4-0 

2-8 

3 1 

3-2 

3-1 

2-9 

3 0 

3 1 

3-2 

3-3 

2-3 

3-2 

4-2 

4-6 

4-8 

4-0 

3-3 

3-2 

3 1 

3-1 

2-5 

3-5 

3-7 

3-7 

3-8 

4-0 

3-9 

4-6 

4-7 

4-9 

1-3 

2-3 

3-2 

3-6 

3-6 

4-2 

4-5 

4-4 

4-4 

4-5 

2 1 

3-0 

3-7 

3-9 

4-5 

4-9 

4-7 

4-5 

5 0 

4-6 

1-5 

2-3 

3-3 

3-9 

5-0 

5-9 

5-8 

6.2 

6-0 

6-2 

3-8 

1952 

2-5 

3-1 

3-2 

4-4 

3-6 

3-6 

2-5 

3-2 

3-6 

2-3 

2-4 

3-8 

4 0 

4-9 

5-3 

5-2 

4-4 

5-3 

4-7 

3-8 

5 1 

5-7 

6-4 

7-1 

6-9 

6-7 

5-8 

5-7 

5-6 

2-2 

2-9 

3-6 

3-7 

4-5 

4-5 

4-0 

3-9 

4-0 

4-0 

2-8 

3 1 

3-2 

3-1 

2-9 

3 0 

3 1 

3-2 

3-3 

2-3 

3-2 

4-2 

4-6 

4-8 

4-0 

3-3 

3-2 

3 1 

3-1 

2-5 

3-5 

3-7 

3-7 

3-8 

4-0 

3-9 

4-6 

4-7 

4-9 

1-3 

2-3 

3-2 

3-6 

3-6 

4-2 

4-5 

4-4 

4-4 

4-5 

2 1 

3-0 

3-7 

3-9 

4-5 

4-9 

4-7 

4-5 

5 0 

4-6 

1-5 

2-3 

3-3 

3-9 

5-0 

5-9 

5-8 

6.2 

6-0 

6-2 

3-7 

1953 

2-5 

3-1 

3-2 

4-4 

3-6 

3-6 

2-5 

3-2 

3-6 

2-3 

2-4 

3-8 

4 0 

4-9 

5-3 

5-2 

4-4 

5-3 

4-7 

3-8 

5 1 

5-7 

6-4 

7-1 

6-9 

6-7 

5-8 

5-7 

5-6 

2-2 

2-9 

3-6 

3-7 

4-5 

4-5 

4-0 

3-9 

4-0 

4-0 

2-8 

3 1 

3-2 

3-1 

2-9 

3 0 

3 1 

3-2 

3-3 

2-3 

3-2 

4-2 

4-6 

4-8 

4-0 

3-3 

3-2 

3 1 

3-1 

2-5 

3-5 

3-7 

3-7 

3-8 

4-0 

3-9 

4-6 

4-7 

4-9 

1-3 

2-3 

3-2 

3-6 

3-6 

4-2 

4-5 

4-4 

4-4 

4-5 

2 1 

3-0 

3-7 

3-9 

4-5 

4-9 

4-7 

4-5 

5 0 

4-6 

1-5 

2-3 

3-3 

3-9 

5-0 

5-9 

5-8 

6.2 

6-0 

6-2 

3-8 

1954 

2-5 

3-1 

3-2 

4-4 

3-6 

3-6 

2-5 

3-2 

3-6 

2-3 

2-4 

3-8 

4 0 

4-9 

5-3 

5-2 

4-4 

5-3 

4-7 

3-8 

5 1 

5-7 

6-4 

7-1 

6-9 

6-7 

5-8 

5-7 

5-6 

2-2 

2-9 

3-6 

3-7 

4-5 

4-5 

4-0 

3-9 

4-0 

4-0 

2-8 

3 1 

3-2 

3-1 

2-9 

3 0 

3 1 

3-2 

3-3 

2-3 

3-2 

4-2 

4-6 

4-8 

4-0 

3-3 

3-2 

3 1 

3-1 

2-5 

3-5 

3-7 

3-7 

3-8 

4-0 

3-9 

4-6 

4-7 

4-9 

1-3 

2-3 

3-2 

3-6 

3-6 

4-2 

4-5 

4-4 

4-4 

4-5 

2 1 

3-0 

3-7 

3-9 

4-5 

4-9 

4-7 

4-5 

5 0 

4-6 

1-5 

2-3 

3-3 

3-9 

5-0 

5-9 

5-8 

6.2 

6-0 

6-2 3-9 

2-5 

3-1 

3-2 

4-4 

3-6 

3-6 

2-5 

3-2 

3-6 

2-3 

2-4 

3-8 

4 0 

4-9 

5-3 

5-2 

4-4 

5-3 

4-7 

3-8 

5 1 

5-7 

6-4 

7-1 

6-9 

6-7 

5-8 

5-7 

5-6 

2-2 

2-9 

3-6 

3-7 

4-5 

4-5 

4-0 

3-9 

4-0 

4-0 

2-8 

3 1 

3-2 

3-1 

2-9 

3 0 

3 1 

3-2 

3-3 

2-3 

3-2 

4-2 

4-6 

4-8 

4-0 

3-3 

3-2 

3 1 

3-1 

2-5 

3-5 

3-7 

3-7 

3-8 

4-0 

3-9 

4-6 

4-7 

4-9 

1-3 

2-3 

3-2 

3-6 

3-6 

4-2 

4-5 

4-4 

4-4 

4-5 

2 1 

3-0 

3-7 

3-9 

4-5 

4-9 

4-7 

4-5 

5 0 

4-6 

1-5 

2-3 

3-3 

3-9 

5-0 

5-9 

5-8 

6.2 

6-0 

6-2 

1 Figures for Newfoundland are included for 1949-54 only. 

Stillbirths.—The rate of stillbirths has been falling since 1926 though not equally 
in all provinces. The rate of stillbirths to unmarried mothers has always been considerably 
higher than that for married mothers and consequently higher than the over-all rate; 
but this difference has been disappearing in recent years. 


